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WINTER MEETING | S

The Rlpley County Historical Soc1ety Meetlng w1ll be held on .
Sunday, January 11 at 2:00 o'clock in the Archives building on the
square in Versailles. The program will be given by David Dreyer.

REPORT OF RECENT MEETINGS

The October meetlng has few minutes recorded due to some con-
fusion during and after the meeting. New officers were elected by .
the Directors, as follows: President, Alice McCoy; Vice President,
Betty Roepke; Treasurer, Bea Boyd; Secretary, has yet to be selected.

Marion T. Jackson, a graduate of Versailles High School, has a
B.S. and Ph.D from Purdue, donated a book to R.C.H.S. titled "The.
Natural Heritage of Indiana". You may order a copy at the Archives
Building if you desire.

T A business and planning meeting was held November 30 with the
f‘; *  Directors and other workers taking part. More and more of “our cor-
=7 " respondence is being done on the internet. Lorrie Hoffman works

with the Society in this department.

" We discussed expanding our microfilm collection of the county
newspapers. Since 1990 the Recorders office no longer binds the
"papers. Norris Krall was asked to check with the Commisioners and
a motion was made for Bea to buy those we do not have. The motion
was carried. Henry Walker informed us that Mary Kelly wished to

.-make a donatlon of some sort as a memorial to Myron. Henry will look
into this farther and report back. ;

Bea got a demo. copy machine. The cost will be $4495 for the
copier and $210 for the cabinet. After some discussion we will be
able to get both for $3495. Smitty made a motion that we buy it,
Lorrie seconded it and it passed.

Smitty suggested we have an evening training session to help
those who volunteer to help at the Archives; also to make a record
of what we have and where to find it. We hope to accomplish this.

Carolyn was asked to get estimates on 0ld Archives rejuvination
but we decided we should "back burner" this for now.

Another project is to locate the bylaws and update them if 1t
is deemed necessary

We discussed the possibility of another prlntlng of the Rlpley
County History Book, Vol. 1. We have had several. inquiries about
this and there are no more available as of now. We need to know

&v; ..how much interest there 1s, SO we are sending a blank in the bulletln
for you to send back if you are interested.



-+~ SERVICES AND CHARGES

. . Dues for new members is $10; for renewed membership is $5. Life ~'A\
memberships are still $100. If you wish the name and address of
others working on your family line please sénd a self addressed,
stamped envelope, no fee. There is a research fee of $2 for each
surname or question dealing with specific points concerning Ripley
County. We cannot do a complet@family history. Those doing research
in-the new building where all the data and reference material is now

" located will be charged $3 a day for use of the material. If an
app01ntment is made outside of regular hours the charge is $5 All
our help is volunteer and not always close by. The new archives
regular hours are 1 to 4. Copy charges are 25¢ per page for 8xll and
50¢ for 11x17. Genealogy queries are 50¢ for members and $1 for non-
members, payable by check or stamps.  Please make them as concise and
legible as possible. PLEASE send all correspondence containing money
to Mrs. Bea Boyd. Besides being treasurer she keeps mailing lists and
memberships. There are still some Ripley County History Book Il's

- available for $55.
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5 31 May 1883
The following is a llst of dlscharged & deceased soldiers within the Co.,
-~ known who is buried in Cliff Hill Cem. at Versailles: Dr. James H..
"~ CRAVENS, surgeon; Col. James H. CRAVENS, 83rd In. 1861; John B. FOl,
sgt. Cn. I. 123rd In.; Col John HUNTER, Independent Vol. 1812;
" Thomas BIRD, 1812: Lew1s BUCKINGHAM, Co. D, 68th In.; George BUCH=-
“ANAN C~» D, 37th., In ; Jas KELLFEY, Black Hawk War; James CURRAN
Cnr A 27th In 3 John GROSSMAN, Co. A, 37th In.; John SHROYER Capt..
T, 13th In : Martin L. SHOOK, Co E. 83th In.; Samuel PAFET, Co. A.
37th In : Genrge BLACK, Co» I 13th In ; Dan CONNELLY, 5th In. Mexicar
War: Cant WHFEELER: Caot R.H. SMITH, John M. DICKERSON 83rd In. Wnm
_ ANDERSON 37th In ; John P. CRAIG 37th In.; Chris W. SHOOK Mexican Wary
SR Lewls MILLER; Ike KELLY; David H. KITTS 83 rd In. (Art.
S : from Kathryn Manship .
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-g; - - THIS IS NOT AN ORDER BLANK !! SEND NO MONEY !!‘
This is merely a survey to determene 1f ‘there is enough

1nterest to make another pr1nt1ng feasable. This is not a commltment.

IF there is a second printing of the RIPLEY COUNTY HISTORY BOOK,
Vol l I would be 1nterested in purchas1ng one.

o ;— i HD B S : | ’ . [\ |
ol NAME : . Please send to: o '\d)
’,:Mrs. Donald Boyd, P.0. Box 83, Holton, IN 47023
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Bown BMemory 's ane

St. John's Lutheran School
Frrmers ReTREAT, lw

_ Ere time should erase all history, we record for generations yet unborn some of 929‘ - /?50 -
the joys and hardships of early school days. These events stillremain in thememory : -
~of some who lived them.

Walking was the means of transportation. To some, this meant walking six oreight
miles to and from school. Trudging through all kinds of weather, sunshine, cold, rain
or snow. A rare treat was a ride in a buggy or wagon. What a happy moment it was
when you were picked up by someone on the way to town.

Common was the scene of wet coats, socks or shoes drying a:ound the potbelly
stove, and cold feet ringing its base.

You would taste some frozen sandwiches or the brushed-off, dropped sandwich
that remained tasty or resulted in a hungry stomach. A drink from the one tin cup
at the school well, serving as the soda pop fountain of its day. You would enjoy the
apple, peach or pear as the candy bar.

No furnished playground or equipment. A tin can and a hickory stick for a
dangerous “shinney’ game. There were rough homemade bats, a tapered board for
the girls, and so-called balls purchased with pennies collected from various homes.
There was no diamond, only the stone-covered school lot, or amid the slick chips in
the pastor’s cow pasture.

Surrounding tree limbs served as gymnastic bars. No pocket-books for boys, their
proudest possession was a pocket knife. A girl's jewelry was her new hair ribbon or

pin.

The classroom carried no air of sweet perfume, except the fragrance of windblown
flowers or summer’s new-mown hay. There was smoke from the stove mingled with
some traces of barnyard aroma. The much noticeable scent of a “striped cat”
lingering with some boys after a morning trapline catch.

= The paddle or leather strap often changed a wayward course. A flustrated teacher
and horrified girls as there emerged from some “innocent” boy’'s pocket a mouse,
bird, or chipmunk during class. :

There was always the scheduled school sweeping, washing of the blackboard,

~ carrying in the coal, and stacking wood in the shed.

. On rare occasions some seventh or eighth grade students were permitted more
modern transportation from home. There were the ever self-minded jennies of the
Heffelmires, Ohlmansieks, Eniggas, Schmales, or others.

The rider’s feet usually dangled below their bellies. Sometimes hitched to a cart,
theirforward pace seemed more backward. There was the fruitless anger of the drivers
mingled with the onlookers’ amusement. Flustrated moments as the jenny might
stop in midstream.

Jesse Knollman had a fiery saddle horse known as “‘Roxie”. The old gray “Joe”
and buggy of Marwin and Arnold Luke, with its youthful drivers believing ‘‘Joe" still -
possessed one more higher gear.

Picture a buggy rounding the store corner too fast and sending kids, books and
lunch pails scattering, orthe day that a drove of cattle, being driven to market, passed
through Opptown. These were school days of yore. They will be etched foreverin the
annals of time.

When the school day was over, then the joyous way home. Shrill voices penetrated .

“the country side. There were moments of footraces and stone throwing. The roadside = ©
ditches, whether wet or dry, always received the unfortunate boy or girl alike. B
Alas, the parting goodbyes at the crossroads or lanes leading to one’s home, the -

distant farewell wave as the last went their way alone, homeward bound for the o
-evening chores. _

These are precious, golden moments from memories’ lane, as young Hves dreamed

‘and molded amid God’s handiwork.

-Gilbert Nolte
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POST OFFICES

1997 page 2 needs ancaddition. Francis M. Edens 27 July 1910.
these postoffices were located on the Michigan Road. =~ -+ ¢

for the loan of material. bb.

KINGWOOD : . B
LeVl B. Hughes 12 Ju].Y 1892 T O SR LRI
Mail to Hyde 6 Apr 1905 o ’; T N R

LOCKSPRING | T e
Jeremiah Hull 18 Apr 1877 IR
Discontinued June 30, 1919 to Osgood

LOOKOUT
George W. H. Schutte 28 May 1897
to Delaware Eff. l4th August 1906

MARBLE CORNER e B '
Collins Wildman 11May 1897 , Jaihes M. 'Thomas &4 Apr 1883

Frank F. Wildman 10 Oct 1900 Collins Wildman 3 Aug 1889
Saruel G. Anderson 29 Dec 1903 - , . :

Mail to Dupont 12June 1907

HAVEN
William R. Rowland 9 Nov 1897
Dis mail to Ve:sallles 31 Oct 1905

GAFF

Robert A. Bovard 23 May 1887
William W. McCoy 6 April 1905
mail to Versailles 1 Nov 1905

HANEYS CORNER

Myron H. McMullen 9 Aug 1897 : Thomas Klrk S Dec 1871

Charles L. Hyatt 29 March 1901 Jos N. Underwood 19 May 1885
Samuel C. Buchanan 21 May 1903

mail to Rexville 24 June 1905

DELAWARE

Josiah Belden 26 Apr 1858

John D. Bruning 7 Aug 186
Samuel Gookins 25 Aug 1860
John D. Bruning 25 Aug 1870
Christian Ahrens 30 Apr 1877
Fred'k Schutter 21 Apr 1888
Dis to Rei 12 Jan 1889

HARTSMILL
James W. Cooper 13 March 1887

Leonard- Whittenderfer
Jon Cole 20 July 18 ‘
Frank E. Otto 3 March 1863 to Frlendshlp 14 Jan '
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The llstlng for the Dabney (Poston) Postofflce Ilsted.ln October

The New Marion Post Offices were in the April 1997 Bulletln.“’Bothdbf

Below are some discontinued. Thanks agaln to Carol Lov1ns Holton PostOfflce-.g




BUZZING' ROUND -

YR f menes
" ’ . . bY,’
‘ » ' ‘ Z7/////((//////7‘/././.[/4/./77////7 x

-i0—1-1998 Searchlng Fa & Mo. of JOHANN HEINRICH SEVERINGHAUS b 1836
Germany m. LOUISA CLARK NEWKIRK b.1939 I, Germany. A,
also Johann's 10 siblings names. Vicki Moffett,26296 Span1el Ln o
‘ .- '~ Sun City, €a. 92586- 6011
-~ Q-1-1998 Are you working on any of these: family lines?

: GOWIN  Or Goen, John b 1838 or 1839. His father was Stephen,
b. in VA. JESSIE MARTIN s/6 John and NANCY SAULSBURY(b VA).: =
Also EVANS, Mary Ann b. circa 1843-1844. Her father was Wllllam
Mary Ann Clark 4323 Taku Blvd, Juneau, Alaska, 99801. -

Q-1~1998Where were Caleb Myers and Mary Seevers(Seavers) Marr1ed7 They’,_
were living in Crawford Co, In.when their 1lst child, Vashti =
was born in 1830. 1850 census finds them in Ripley Co. with ™.~
11 children. They are buried in the Fredonia cemetery in
Crawford County. Bea Boyd, PO Box 83, 'Holton, In 47023.

I hope your holidays were great.and you are all ready to start the New

year with some resolutions. This has been a busy one. Good things have
happened and some not so good. The ashes of my sister were brought back
and we had a private family inter. She had given her remains to science.

- Mildred McClure of Madison, In sent me an article of interest. Someone
: writing a book on Covered Bridges wants personal letters from people whé
have a story to tell , photo, poem or songs. If vou would like to send
a story about your favorite bridge the address is:Covered Bridge Book,
5925 Country Lane, Greendale ,WI. 53129 = Incidently, the Chamber of
Commerence sponsored and were selling an Otter Creek Covered Bridge .
_Holiday ornament. They may have some left. They sold for $8.00.

-Speaking of bridges, the commissioners agreed to preserve the Friendship“"
bridge mentioned in October bulletin. Several proposals were made,but -

the Priendship delegation chose to keep the bridge as is and ask the county
to do maintenance.

Lori Huffman keeps the computer going and brings in the e-mail. She 1s
'starting some classes. . Lori does our Society webpage.

A workshop on the Underground Railroad was held November 15 on Saturday
afternoon at Streamcliff Herb Farm at Commiskey, In. This was for sharing
Information. Elbert Hinds of Jefferson County conducted the meeting.
Jennings , Ripley and Switzerland were in attendance. If you have any
information on Underground RR would you like to share it with us? ;
This was the first time I had been at the Herb Farm. Delightful place)
It is located on Commiskey Road, off SR3 near the Graham Creek Elementary
School. Reservation for lunch at the Tea Room are required by calllng
346-5859.

Thanks to Virginia Herbst for her contribution to material for Underground
RR. Milan has their own Harding House.

Gotta Run. It's time to sweep the snow off the walk.
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