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 SUMMER MEETING

| ‘The Ripley COunty ‘Indiéna His-torical Sociéiy meeting will _bé»h'eld on July

12‘at 2:00 p.m. in the Archives building on the square and the Court House lawn.
Special entertainment will be featuring Indian famlly life. - Followed by
homemade ice cream and cake. , :

MINUTES OF RECENT MEETING

The meeting was called to order by the president. Followed by secretary
report read and approved. Bea gave a treasurer’s report of monies spent and
taken in for the past three months. A motion was made and seconded to go ahead
and purchase the signs to be put up concerning the Hanging Tree. Joann, Sandy,
and Don Nealis were still looking for a price that was within reason.

The nominating committee presented the following names for directors
from Franklin Township- Alice Glover; Jackson- Kathryn Ma#khip; and Johnson
Township- Alan Smith. As there was no nominations from the floor, the above
people will serve for the next three years.

A letter was read from J. Harris from the State Historical Society stating
we might want to investigate the By-Laws before voting. Norris Krall, Bea Boyd,
and Betty Roepke will prepare this before the October meeting.

Norris Krall reported a reader, printer had been located in our price
range. A motion was made and seconded for him to order it. Sandy Meisburger
said she would donate a $1,000.° to the project.

It was suggested to display items from the museum at the Archives to
stimulate interest in the museum. Light protection at the museum by sun block.
Betty and Kathleen will continue on this.

At the close of the meeting Alan Smith showed his slides of days gone by
and present of Ripley County. Everyone was 1nterested as people saw someone
they knew form the olden days. :



Ripley County Historical Society

The Ripley County Historical Society.is having their summer meeting
Sunday, July 12 at 2:00 p.m. (slow time) on the Ripley County Court House lawn,
Versailles. The special feature will be an American Indian family who will have a
very informative time. They plan to wear their native garb and shape with us
some of their culture of bygone days, perhaps they w111 show us how to make
arrow heads, for example.

Bring the whole family and your own lawn chairs or a blanket to sit on.
We hope to see you there. There is a good chance for refreshments too!

INDIANA HISTORY

1. OLdest town in Indiana a. Reno Bros

2. Birthplace of Dan Quayle b. Oldenburg
3.5pencer Co Town c. West:Harrison
4.S. Border of Ind d. Madison
5.Ind born comedian e. Ray Harrown
6.1st Gov of In f. Bloomington
7.Worlds 1st Train Robbers g. jonéthan Jennings
8. Village School in 1851 h. Ohio River

9. Hoagy Carmichael Birthplace i Indianapolis
10.Birthplace of James W. Riley. j. Santa Claus
11l.winner of 1lst Indpls 500 k. Vincennes

12 .Home of Hillforest 1. Terr£ Haute:
13.Jefferson Co town Named for Pres. m. Red Skelton
+14 High land n. Greenfield

15.Last Ind Town raided by John H. Morgan o. Aurora

How do you score? Look for answers in next bulletln. Puzzleﬂb;z Bea Boyd
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Indiana Bios - Ripley County . bttp://www.rootsweb.com/~inripchs/bio/bios. html#toph

hitp://www.avenet/~deel1234/indybios/inbio2.himl

/Ripley County was indeed lucky that Violet Toph, d/o Thomas Garrett and Olive (Jackson)

i Toph was born in Springdale on December 29, 1878. She was their only child. She devoted her
ilife to gathering information about Ripley County and the people who have made it their home |
‘[down the many years it has been a part of this State of Indiana. :
‘| Almost every day, after her retirement, that she served as curator of the Ripley County Museum :
‘at the end of the day, she would reach for pen or pencil and any piece of paper and start to write
‘lanother chapter about the community she had called home. She may have just returned from a .
long walk over the hills and valleys of her beloved county. Often she trudged as many as twenty
‘/miles a day to chase down a fresh lead to a new story or family history. She would go up to the
/|door of a home and ask for the information about the family, who their ancestors were, where
/ithe family come from and any other genealogical facts. All of these family facts of hundreds of
‘Ripley County Families are recorded in TOPH PAPERS. History of county, towns, churches,
Ischools and events both good and bad are written about in " The People's Hislory of Ripley
#County".

‘Her zeal for recording this material for posterlty mto the history of Ripley County for future
‘|generation is a source of information for people today. She recorded not only the good but also :
§the skeletons in Ripley County history. She had written hundreds of pages about the county and '
ithe people who have passed through its history. Stacks of manuscript overflowed into every ;
corner of her modest home.

/Her father ran a general store and a post office in Springdale while she was growing up. The
little village is no longer there. Later Violet and her mother moved to Versailles.

' She started teaching Latin, English, Home Economics and Botany before she received her high
/school diplomo. She started her training to be a teacher at Indiana State Normal School but her
Jeducation was interrupted by measles. She later received her A.B. degree from the school in i
11921. She had started teaching in 1900. She taught in many of the one room schools of that tlme
She earned a life license in teaching from the State of Indiana. -
|She lived alone in Versailles after the deaths of her parents until she passed away 11 Oct, 1956
Jand is buried in Cliff Hill Cemetery next to her parents.Clickhere to sec the Resource for this Blo-

-
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QUERY &#-1998 Searching for ANY INFO ON CHRISTIAN HEINRICH ZIES b.abt
1792 in Germany.m. MaRY KATHERINE SEVERINGHAUS b.1813
in Germ. Both d. in Batesville circa 1893. They lived on
Huntersville Rd. House still there. Mrs..V. Moffett
26296 Spaniel Ln. Sun City, Cal.92568.

How shall I start? Alice Glover and I always had several conversations
before sherstarted the bulletin. I will miss her very much. Her obit will

be in the bulletin on another page. Also John Austin who was a member and
supported the Society many years with his contributions.Queen Franklin at age.
107 wds brought from Florida and buried in Hopewell Cemetery .

On a lighter note, Kathleen Lane had a celebration on her 80th birthday.
Kathleen is a charter member of RCHS. Bert Reed and wife Helen celebrated
their 50th Wedding anniversary. Bert was born in Osgood. Beulah Underwood
also ¢elebrated her 95th.

On April 25, rededication of the Guilford Covered Bridge was celebrated

with pictorial postage stamp cancellations that featured a rendering of the
Bridge. This is the only covered bridge left in Dearborn County. The bridge,
built in 1879 to span the east fork of Tanners-Creek on York Ridge Road, was

moved in 1960s to the west fork of Tamners Creek at Guilford Park, just off In.

Nearly destroyed by arson in 1993, the bridge was restored in 1997.
Speaking of Covered bridges. The Holton Covered Bridge also received a new
face 1ift. Now red,it is very pleasing to the eyes.

The Osgood Public Library has a genealogy section. They have copies of
Violet Tophs records. Don Rice is the Librarian.

The 01d Last Chance Hotel has been purchased by the county and will soon be
past:history. If you want a photo of it you had better get there soon.

I drove by the building vesterday. It makes me sick to see the old Federal
style building being destroyed, just when someone had purchased it for restor-
ation. It was purchased by the county for a parking space.

lori and Fran answer the e-mail. Our website is rchslib@seidadta.com.

We have had our share of rain and the flowers have been beautiful. On
our secondaey roads the orange lilies are a sight for sore eyes. Indiana is
a wonderful state to live in.

At the Osgood Alumni they had a very clever idea. The placemats were
reproduted from an old Diploma from 1909. It was made to Edith Frembling.
Pictures of Wm. C. Leslie, 0. R. Jenkins, and Jacob Young , the School
Board were also on the Diploma. Helen Vayhinger:Caplinger informs me that
Fugene Young was responsible for the placemats. A picture of the diploma
is at the school. . Oh, yes, what made it so unique, there was a picture
of Miss Frembling. Almost forgot that, h

Kathleen posted a letter from Berta Steincamp. It was good to hear from her.
- July 1993 Page 5
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