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AUTUMN MEETING

The Ripley County Historical Society will hold their fall
meeting Sunday, October 13 at 2 o'clock in the Bank building on
the west side of the square in Versailles.

SUMMER MEETING REPORT

The RCHS met in the old bank building, on the square July 14.
Pres. Scott Smith opened the meeting. He thanked everyone for all
their work in moving to the building and the many volunteers who
are keeping the buildings open to the public.

The secretary's .and treasurer's reports were read and approved.
Bea Boyd gave a list of all the expenses and income for the past
three months. Balance in the checking account is $692.49.

Joann Krall had been asked by a member of the Versailles Lions’
Club if they might use part of the building for their art display
during the Pumpkin Show. Motion was made by Charles-Roepke and -
seconded by Alan Smith for the Lions to have their art exhibit in
the building. Everyone was in favor.

Norris Krall reported that the commlttee on raising funds for
the buying the bank building was still working very hard. Anyone
interested in helping the society should contact any member.

The question, should we continue to hold all our regular
meetings in the bank building here in Versailles was asked. It was
decided for the next two years that the society meet there to
acquaint people with its many features.

Kathleen Lane presented this program. She thanked the soc1ety
for being allowed to place the DAR sign on their property. There
has been several schools coming to Versailles to visit the museun.
One day they had over 100 children. The young folks are interested
in things used during the Civil War. Kathleen showed pictures
taken by Julie Underwood of articles displayed in the museum. If
you have not visited the museum lately, stop by and see the
‘many changes. ‘ '

The directors voted a new policy. Any new member would be
charged $10.00 for the first year. All renewals are $5.00. As
all our help is.-on a volunteer basis, a daily charge of $3.00 for
usage of material and $5.00 for a special appointment-

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE TYSON FUND COMMITTEE. They granted
a most generous donation to the Society to aid in the purchase
of the Bank building. They allotted us $25,000 which has put us
"within reach" and with the many donations and pledges of gifts
we are getting much nearer to our goal. THANKS AGAIN !!



REPORT FROM RCHS BUILDING FUND COMMITTEE

Last fall our Historical Society decided to begin a fund drive to raise funds to acquire the old Versailles Bank
Building to be used as our local history / genealogy library. We realized that the house where the records
were stored was overflowing and more and better space was needed. A building fund committee was
formed consisting of Scott Smith, Julie Underwood and Norris Krall. The bank building was leased with a
purchase option provision permitting the building to be used by RCHS until funds could be raised. This
spring we applied for a Neighborhood Assistance Program (NAP) tax credit grant from the State of Indiana.
This grant was awarded to us in August, now we have passed the half-way mark toward our goal. All
donations of a $100 or more, given after July 1, 1996, are eligible for a tax credit of 50% of the amount of
the contribution. The NAP credit form is available from the committee and must be filled out and given with
your donation. All donors will receive a credit form from the state, to be applied against Indiana taxes.
This form will be mailed to you before the end of January, 1997. We wish to extend a very special

“THANK YOU?” to the following for their donation toward our goal:

Apex Industries, Inc.
Bovards Funeral Home
Bovard Reunion

Carl & Viola Bruns

Bruns - Gutzwiller, Inc.
Helen Caplinger

W.S. Corning

Noble Dickerson

Abby Dowling

James Dunbar

Wayne & Helen Einhaus
Evans Auto Supply
Fifth-Third Bank =
Brian Flora

Michael Ford
Four-Winds Veternary, Inc.
Raymond Fox

Friendship State Bank
Russell H. Harrell

George Hillenbrand II
W.C. Hodges, Jr.

Fern Walker Kelly

Kroger Co. Foundation
Kathleen Lane

Virginia Stephanson Lashley
Evelyn Martin

Michael Martini

Irvin Meadows

Melvin & Sandra Meisberger

Owen & Della Menchhofer & Sons

Donald Morrison

_| Roman Nobbe Inc.

McPhersons

Ester Negangard

Napoleon State Bank

Amelia T. O’Leary

Ohio Rod Products, Inc.
Osgood Grub Co.

Peoples Bank & Trust Company
Dorothy Petty

Red Bird Service

Ripley County Bank

Ripley County Commissioners
Omer Robbins, Jr.

Karyl Schmidt

Schneider Scrap Metal Co.
Ralph Schneider

Ann Smelser

Alan Smith

Clyde & Sharon Smith
Scott Smith :
Spencer - Tyson Pharmacy
Berta Anna Steinkamp
Patricia Strawmeyer

Joan Strong

Edgar & Ruth Ann Swinney
Mrs. Luther Taffe

Thomas & Skinner, Inc.
Merle Tooker

Tri-County Genealogical Society
Dora Mae Turner

Tyson Versailles Fund

Arriest Udey

David & Julie Underwood
Max Underwood

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Walker
Marguerite & Owen Walker
Cheryl Welch

Sara Wiles

Mary Wyss

Thorp Wolford

Gene Young

IN MEMORY OF:

Dorothy Abplanalp
by H.W. Abplanalp

Christie & Alice Kassendick
by Mr. & Mrs. William Innes

Eva Neill Hopkins &
Dr. Lester H. Hopkins
Gene Wilson

by Martha Struever

Randy Nealis
by Beatrice Boyd

Lester & Daisy Tucker
Elmer I. Krall
by Norris E. & Joan Krall

Elsie M. Dreyer, mother
Mary Neuforth Dreyer, grandmother
by David S. Dreyer

The Committee expresses its appreciation for all the time, work, supplies and furmniture, etc. given by many
members that have worked in our new building and continue to give over and above the call of duty. A
special “THANKS” to Julie Underwood, Sandy Meisberger, Helen and Wayne Einhaus, Bea Boyd,
Kathryn Manship, Alice McCoy, Betty Roepke, Helen Caplinger, Alan Smith, Scott Smith, David Dreyer,
Kathlieen Lane, Tom Shade, Norris and Joan Krall.

We still have a way»to- go to complete our project. If you have given and are not yet Iisted, please check our

next newsletter. If you have not given th

members today!

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

ere is still time! Contact one of the Building Fund Committee

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HAS HELPED WITH THIS PROJECT!!!

September 15, 1996



SERVICES AND CHARGES

g dues for 1997. For new members the

It is time to be payin hip the charge is $5.00

charge is $10.00 and for repewal.of members
per year. Life membership is still $100.

%O i i i 11 the data
i rch in the new bu¥ld1ng where a
and re é%%n%%&%lt%%%%% is now located will be charged $3.00 a day

for use of the material or $5.00 for special appointments. Al%

our help is volunteer and not always close by. The Bank building

is open daily from 1 to 4. If you wish the name and address of
others working on your family line please send a self addressed,
stamped envelope, no fee. There is a $2.00 research fee'for gach
surname or question dealing with specific points concerning Rlplgy
County. We cannot do a complete family history. Charge for copies:
25¢ for 8" by 11" and 50¢ for 11" by 17". Geneahsggﬁ qgquerj@s - are
50¢ each for members and $1.00 for non members, payable by check

or in stamps.

CLEAN UP |

Pleasant Hill Cemetery, which is located at the edge of the Versailles
State Park, was the center of attention for a clean-up crew. CO-ordinator
of the crew was, 5lyear old Bob Brewington who commented after the clean-up,
he didn't recall the area ever looking so nice.

I talked on the phone to Joe, son of Bob and he said the complete
surrounding area and roadside had been made into a dumping ground.

In 4 hours they cleaned an area approximately % mile long and 200 yards:
deep, collecting, couches, washers, dryers, refrigerators, etc. The water
can flow through the creek now and "NO DUMPING" SIGNS i'were posted.

This happy, smiling Group of Volunteers posed in front of a giant
dumpster. Bob, Jeanette, RobertL. and Joe Brewington, Tom, Kathy and Thomas
Gray, Tony and Emilee Waldron, Ty Stow, Chris Halcomb, Larry , Bev, Jeff,
Kelly, Jake and Jesse McConnell, Ron Denton, Elmer Smith, Bill Blyshak,

Terry Sheets, Jack, Robbie, Isaac and Abel Everage, Laura Cowin, David
Hensley, Tolly Booker, Johnson Kempkier, Steve Dixon and Jon, Randy and
Robbi Scoggins. They also brought friends and relatives to help. I
thought you might like to check the list to see if any of your kinfolks
helped. I bet the rafters in the old church echo the songs sang by pump
organ music by the Old Settlers who were at that time living in what is now
the Versailles State Park. Contributed

GIFTS AND ACQUISITIONS

Smith Engle Cabin sketch on canvas by Phyllis Miller
from Phillis Miller 7 - '96

German Genealogical wordlist
from Steve and Willy Campos 7 -'96

Genealogy for Severinghaus, ZIES, STIEGELMEYER, SCHULTE
from Vicki Moffett, Sun City, CA 7 - '96

Foster Family (John Pervice records) War 1812 Robert Foster family
from James Foster, TX 7 - '96
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Fuller Family File 1460 - 1991 7 - '96
from Mrs. Jean Fuller, Mitchell

Deeds of Valor - How America's Heroes Won the Medal of Honor.

from Arthur Newhart 7 - '96
The Souvenir Books of Batesville's Centennial Celebration 1852-1952
from David Dreyer 7 - '96°
A Century of Catholicity in Millhousen, IN 1834-1934 by Fr. Carl
E. Riebenthzler from David Dreyer 7 - '96
The Huttons of Southern Indiana 1765-1996 2 copies pgs. 199
from Edward L. Hutton 7 - '96

"Webster 1600-1956 by Maude Webster Kohlstedt 8 - '96
Line of Descent from Robert & Margaret (McCord) Foster. Pioneer Family
of Adams County, OH 16 family sheets '

from James Foster, Austin, TX 8 - '96
Robt. Raider by Alice McCoy 8 - '96

Dannecker Home, showing Marble Corner M.E. Church
8th Grade Diploma of Carol Thomas (1921) Shelby Twp.
Ripley Co. 8th Grade Commencement, Osgood (1921)
Ripley Co. 8th Grade Commencement, Osgood (1938)

by Mrs. Amelia Taylor O'Leary ‘

Southeast Indiana German Lutheran and Evangelical Church 1987
by Robert C. Rau, Cincinnat;, OH microfilm list 8 - '96

3 pages to add to Holton Cemetery 1985-1995 Burials, Otter
Creek Twp pgs. 32 A,B,C. by Bea Boyd 8 - '96 :

- Christmas Greeting Souvenir from Friendship Baptist Sunday School
with photograph of church and list of class members Ca. 1900
from Doug Rump, 5341 S. ST. Rd. 129, Versailles, IN

School Records from Brown Tounship, Cross Plains and Friendship

1958-59 and 1965 -~ 66
from Kelsie and Eleanor Hyatt and K. Lane

: . ts, Flowers, Baked and
We are proud to announce thagﬁhe Hoge Ar' ' : ; )
‘Canned Goodspwill be on exhibit in the Historical Socilety building

(01d Versailles Bank Building) across from the courthouse.

PAGE 4 - 0cT /776
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Query 4:96 : Seek information about Jesse and Melinda (Malinda)

Verguson. They are in 1850 census for Laughery Twp, Ripley Co.

Melinda d. 14 Septl 1853 and is buried in Napoleon Baptist Cemetery.

Need info about their parents, Melinda's maiden name and their

children.. Mrs. Ann L. Skene, 9501 N. College Ave, Indpls, In 46240.

Mrs. Skene commented that we had no inquiries in the last bulletin,

She was hoping hers to be published.

Queries are printed in the bulletin. .50 if you are a member and $1.00

is the cost for non-members. Payable in advance by check or stamps.

Please make them as concise as practical and mail to Mrs. Don Boyd,

PO Box 83 Holton, In 47023.

T have had several persons asking about earlier bulletins. They are

50¢ per copy if we have them in stock or they can be copied from the

master copy at copy rate. Saver that I am, I have kept all my copies

which makes for a lot of reading. _

Query 4:96 :Seeking data on JOHN SPEARS,b7Feb, 1798 in N.J. d, 29 Apr 1882

in Switz co. M Elizabeth (Betsy) Boyd 8Mar 1824 in Switz Co. Family

records say they moved to Ripley Co in 1854 or 55 and burial is Ripley Co.

Who are his parents and Where is he buried?

Parents of JAMES BOYD,b. 6 Aug 1751 in VA d. 20 Jan 1852 in Switz Co

Buried BOYD/TRUITT Cem. m. bef 1798 to Phebe WEBSTER;b. 1778 in Va.,

d. 2 Jun 1865 in Switz co. buried in BOYD/TRUITT CEm. Who were her

parents? James and Phebe had 13 children. Elizabeth (above) is ancestor

of JOY Y. FISHEL, 2532 So. Luster Ave, Springfield, MO 65804.

SHe will exchange info and reimburse for postage and /or copies on any of

the above lines. Her pedigree chart is at RCHS in Family Files.
khhkkhbhhkhdhhhhhkhhkhkhdhhhhhhhhbhhhhhhhhdhdhhhhhihhhihhihddts

Just when you think you can't stand another Jefferson Proving Ground

Plane over the house; they suddenly stop and it becomes a lovely

September day just sitting on the back porch snapping beans and sheliding

those beautiful Kentucky wonders.

Labor Day week end was a busy one for everyone. The Wagon Train was

parked at Edith Comers with more than 40 wagons. Reunions were at the Park.

Vernon had their big blowout. so if you didn't have any place to go

it was your own fault. My sister Mary and Husband George came for the

Adams Reunion at FlatRock Church. The Adams Reunion started in 1939

the year that they were married. Practically everyone at Flat Rock was i

related. The Tuckers, Hulls, Williams, Rayburns and Hughes to mention a few.

"He that gathereth by labour shall increase" and the Volunteers have

been very busy since the Library and Genealogy part of RCHS has been

imoved to the HIstoric Bank Building on the Square. We are open from

1-4 every afternoon. Kathryn Manship and I are there on Monday. and it is
a busy place. I'm sure the rest of the: days are also.

hhkh b hhh i b hdhdhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhdhhhdhdhhhhhdhkhhhikhikrk
I attended "Uncle Jim Tyson's Birthday Party. ithis is different from most
parties. At his,instead of taking gifts:to him heis the giver of the gifts.
This he does through a TYson Board of Trustees. We usually only ask for
operating fees but this year we asked for more to help pay on the historic
Bank Building.(listed on another page).
Pumpkin Show Sept 25,26,27,28. See you there!

Pg 4§ Oct 1996
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RIPLEY COUNTY, INDIANA, HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
Box 525
Versailles, Indiana, 47042

OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
Officers elected to serve until after the April 1997 meeting.

ADAMS Twp.; Mrs. Charles Roepke, 9644 E Co Rd 1300 N, Sunman, IN 47041

BROWN Twp.; Mrs. Alice McCoy, 5616 S St Rd 129, Versailles, IN 47042 SEC.

CENTER Twp.; Mr. Norris Krall, 4499 N 01d Michigan Rd, Osgood, IN 47037

DELAWARE Twp.; Mr. Scott Smith, P.0. Box 274, Batesville IN 47006 .PRES.

FRANKLIN Twp.; Dr. William Glover, 5611 E Co Rd 300 N, Milan, IN 47031

JACKSON Twp.; Mrs. Kathryn Manship, 3378 W Co Rd 600 N, Osgood, IN 47037

JOHNSON Twp.; Mrs. Julie Underwood, 998 W Co R4 450 S, Versailles, IN 47042 V.PRES.
LAUGHERY Twp.; Mrs. Carolyn Hahn, 13403 N Delaware Rd, Batesville, IN 47006

OTTER CREEK Twp.; Mrs. Donald Boyd, P.0O. Box83, Holton, IN 47023 TREAS.

SHELBY Twp.; Mrs. Howard Lane, 7192 S Co.Rd 400 W, Versallles, IN 47042 MUSEUM CUR-
WASHINGTON Twp.; Mr. Myron Kelly, 1028 S St Rd 101, Dillsboro, IN 47018

Miss Mary Manship, 3378 W Co Rd 600 W, Osgood, IN 47037 "€.G.R.S.

Mrs. Alice Glover, 5611 E Co Rd 300 N, Milan, IN 47031 BULLETIN EDITOR
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