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AUTOMN MEETING
The Ripley County Historical Society will meet at the Archlves
building on the square in Versailles, Sunday, October 12 at 2:00
o'clock.

REPORT OF THE JULY MEETING

The meeting opened with the program presented by Mr. Jim Waechter,
directer of the Wayne County Indian$ Historical Museum at Richmond.

He suggested we rotate our items and have them organized to tell a
story to make it more 1nterest1ng for children to learn of our history.

Their . museum started in 1855 with a collection of steam engipes
but is now great in size and variety.

He spoke of various hazards to the artifacts and how to prévent
many of them, such as light and how they should be cataloged. Acid
free paper, boxes and folders should be used for storage. Don't ever
hang silk items, they should be put in a case or box for display.
White cotton gloves should be worn when handling most items. Be care-
ful that pictures, paintings, etc. are matted so they don't touch the
glass and keep them from direct light. Drapes should‘be kept drawn
as much as possible.

The meeting then opened with each one introducing themself with

‘name and area. Reports were read and accepted. An update on the
building fund was made by Norris Krall.

A vote of thanks was given to the Town of Versailles who helped
put the rope up on our flagpole. It probably saved some one of us
trying to shinny up!

The bank building needs repairs before winter. Also repairs are
needed .on the o0ld archives bu11d1ngs water supply. An air condit—
ioner should be put in the museum before next summer .

At the directors meeting it was voted that a key would be given
to the Clerks office for thelr use alone. They must sign in and list
what is brought in and out.

SERVICES AND CHARGES

Dues for new members is $10; for renewed membership is $5. Life
memberships are still $100. If you wish the name and address of
others working on your family line please send a self addressed,
stamped envelope, no fee. There is a research fee of $2 for each
surname or question dealing with specific points concerning Ripley
County. We cannot do a complet@family history. Those doing research
in the new building where all the data and reference material is now
located will be charged $3 a day for use of the material. If an
appointment is made outside of regular hours the charge is $5 ‘All
our help is volunteer and not always close by. The new archives :
regular hours are 1 to 4. Copy charges are 25¢ per page for 8x11 and
50¢ for 11x17. Genealogy queries are 50¢ for members and $1 for non-
members, payable by check or stamps. Please make them as concise and
legible as possible. PLEASE send all correspondence containing money
to Mrs. Bea Boyd. Besides being treasurer she keeps mailing lists and
memberships. There are still some Ripley County History Book II's
available for $55.



MYRON E. KELLY 1915 - 1997 -

, Ripley County Historical Society and the community has suffered
a great loss. Myron E. Kelly passed away September 4, 1997. He had
been a director in the Historical Society for many year being replaced
only recently at his own request due to poor health. He had been
active whenever needed whether working on upkeep or giving us one of
his m ny slide programs about their many trips, local history or
scenery or the one we enjoyed seeing over and over about WW II. He
had dozens of them. - v

Many people took their problems to Kelly s Weldlng Shop untll he
retired. He could fix just about anythlng. His- unlque "Horse Flddle"
was used for many a chiveree.

He is survived by his wife Mary, a son Robert and a grandson
Brian. He Wlll be greatly missed by many people.

POSTMASTER APPOINTMENTS  POSTON

Isaac Stewart . _ 2nd Dec 1856

Hezekiah Shook i: } 13th Mar 1858
Jonathan Judah 20th Jan 1861
James F. Shook 3rd Sept 1861
Hezekiah Shook ' 20th May 1864
Michael Price 31st May 1866
Harding Yater 20th Nov 186~
Hezekiah Shook / - 4th Apr 1870

John C. Wade 5th Apr 1881

Daniel Faulkner 9th May 1883

Martin V. Sheets 20th Apr 1889
Walter Faulkner - - ~29th Apr 1897

POSTOFFICE CHANGE FROM POSTON TO DABNEY [4th Sept 1897

Walter Faulkner 14th Sept 1897

William E. Edens 26th Apr 1901

William Vanosdol- ©~12th Oct 1909 . e
Frank Lockridge , 8th Apr 1905 3

Ira. M. Schoonover ' 4th Apr 1905 .

Ralph H. Stevens 27th Oct 1927

Ralph H. Stevens 1st Dec 1927

This is a follow-up of the Postmaster appointments appearing in
the bulletin April 1997. Thanks to Carol LOvins, Postmistress of
Holton Postoffice. bb. ,
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REPORT FROM THE BUILDING FUND COMMITTEE

In November, 1995, the Ripley County Historical Society (RCHS) appointed a Building
Fund Committee to attempt to raise sufficient funds to purchase the Versailles Bank
Building located on the Court Hous€ Square in Versailles as the repository for their local
history and genealogy library. This committee was composed of Scott Smith, chairperson;
Julie Underwood:; and Norris Krall; all directors of RCHS. This committee began a fund
drive to purchase the building and at the same time began negotiations with the owner of
the building. In April, 1996, a lease agreement was reached with the owner of the building
and an option to purchase the building was included in the agreement. In May, the
committee applied for assistance with the fund drive by applying to the State of Indiana for
a Neighborhood Assistance Program (NAP) tax credit grant. This tax credit grant was
approved in August, 1996, and with the very generous gifts of local citizens along with the
benevolence of the Tyson Fund Trustees, RCHS raised sufficient funds to purchase the
building on September 30, 1996.

Since that purchase, the Building Fund Committee has continued to raise funds and use
them for the repair and restoration of the building. To date they have: replaced the roof
on a section of the building; repaired, painted, and sealed the exterior of the building;
repaired and replace ceiling tile in the interior; upgraded the lighting on the first floor and
in the basement; installed a dehumidifier in the basement to better control the air quality
to permit the storage of records; purchased and installed a computer with access to the
Internet for researchers; and posted a web page allowing world wide access to the
information at RCHS. ) '

Several additional repairs and equipment upgrades are being considered and will be
performed as funds are available during the next few months to better protect and make
available to the membership and the general publlc the excellent historical records.
preserved by RCHS. 5

During this time we have received several contributions given in memory of a departed
friend or loved one. These contributions have greatly assisted us in our purchase and
preservation of this old building. Such contributions may still be made to RCHS and will
be used to maintain this facility for the benefit of all interested researchers. All denations
will be appropriately and permanently remembered in the records of RCHS.

During the past 18 months since the local history and genealogy library has been located
on the square, traffic has increased threefold. Visitors and researchers come from all
over the State of Indiana, the U.S., and a few foreign countries. The Library is now
opened each weekday afternoon by volunteers from RCHS

RCHS wishes to again thank all contributors for their support
of this project! |

September 30, 1997
OCT, /777 /;7-3



H. W. Abplanalp

Apex Industries, Inc.

Hope Austin

John Austin

Batesville Healthcare Center, Inc.
Robert E. Boggs

Bovard Funeral Home
Beatrice Boyd

Carl & Viola Bruns

James & Christine Bruns
Bruns - Gutzwiller, Inc.
Irvin & Margaret Bultman
Helen Caplinger

Neil & Marilyn Comer

W.S. Corning

Noble Dickerson

Abby Dowling

James & Kathleen Dunbar
David S. Dreyer

Carol Ealey

Peggy Ehlers

Wayne & Helen Einhaus
Elrod Grain Services, Inc.
Evans Auto Supply

Mabel Evans

Fifth-Third Bank

Brian Flora

‘Michael Ford~ -~ ——
Four-Winds Veternary, Inc.
Raymond Fox

Friendship State Bank
William & Alice Glover -
Jack Grines

Bill & Carolyn Hahn

Russell H. Harrell

Chester & Genelle Henderson
George Hillenbrand II

W.C. Hodges, Jr. _
Home Federal Savings Bank
Robert W. Huntington

Mr. & Mrs. William Innes
Fern Walker Kelly

Elizabeth Koester

Norris E. & Joan Krall
Kroger Co. Foundation
Kathleen Lane

Virginia Stephenson Lashley .
Steven McCombs

Alice McCoy

John & Roselyn McKittrick
McPhersons

Kathryn Manship

Evelyn Martin

Michael Martini

Irvin Meadows

Melvin & Sandra Meisberger
Owen & Della Menchhofer & Sons

)

BUILDING CONTRIBUTORS

Donald Motrrison

Ester Negangard

Napoleon State Bank
National City Bank

Neal’s Funeral Home
Amelia T. O’Leary

Ohio Rod Products, Inc.
Osgood Grub Co.

Osgood Lions Club

Peoples Bank & Trust Company
Dorothy Petty

Red Bird Service

Golda Reynolds

Ripley County Bank

Ripley County Commissioners
Ripley Publishing Co.

Omer Robbins, Jr.

Charles & Betty Ann Roepke
Roman Nobbe Inc.

Karyl Schmidt

Schneider Scrap Metal Co.
Ralph Schneider

Ann Smelser

Alan and Katy Smith

Clyde & Sharon Smith
Michael Scott Smith
Spencer - Tyson Pharmacy
Berta’Anna Steinkamp - - -
Michael & Janine Stratton
Patricia Strawmeyer

Joan Strong

Martha Struever

Edgar & Ruth Ann Swinney
Mrs. Luther Taffe

Thomas & Skinner, Inc.
Merle Tooker

Tri-County Genealogical Society
Lee R. Tucker

Dora Mae Turner

Tyson Versailles Fund
Arriest Harrell Udey

David & Julie Underwood
Max Underwood

Versailles Lions Club
Henry & Geraldine Walker
Marguerite & Owen Walker
Cheryl Welch

James & Linda Wheeler
Sara Wiles

Ray & Holly Willis

Douglas C. Wilson

Tom Wolfe

Thorp Wolford

David & June Wright
Pamela Wygant

Mary Wyss

Gene Young

OCT: 1797 Fg. ¥

Bovard Family Reunion

IN MEMORY OF:

Dorothy Abplanalp
by H.W. Abplanalp

I. W. & Orissa Gelvin Benham
and their four daughters
by Robert E. Boggs

Christie & Alice Kassendick
by Mr. & Mrs. William Innes

Dr. Lester H. & Eva Neill Hopkins
Gene Wilson
by Martha Hopkins Struever

Randy Nealis
by Beatrice Boyd

Lester & Daisy Tucker
Elmer & Norma Krall
The Whitham Family of
Ripley County

by Norris E. & Joan Krall

Ruby Bultman Stratton _
by Michael and Janine Stratton

+ Harry W. Thompson— -

Carlos “Barney”™ Craig
Herbert Thompson
by Ripley Publishing Co.

Leah Jackson Wolford
by Thorp L.. Wolford

John S. & Lucinda Voris Harrell
by Russell H. Harrell

The Alfred E. Huntington Family
The Newell Richey Family
by Robert W. Huntington

John William Kelley
by Fern Walker Kelley

Carrie L. Thackery
by Owen & Marguerite Walker

Ruth & Lorain Cook
by Bill & Carolyn Hahn

Sarah Bruns Behlmer

Dr. Ralph W. Dreyer

Elsie M. Dreyer

Mayme Neufarth Dreyer
by David S. Dreyer

IN HONOR OF:

Mildred Behlmer Dreyer
by David S. Dreyer



7777227277222 ZZZZZZZZZZZZZ2IZZZZ

BUZZING' ROUND
_ ~ your
% FAMILY TREE
by
Z Bea
27722777777777777772777777777

Q-10-97 : Seeking parents, brothers and sisters of HIRAM GRANT b.02 Aug
1819 , N. Y. Moved to Ripley Co , In age 4. Joined Freewill

Baptist Church , age 18. Owned land in Franklin Twp 1836.
M Hannah M. TOWN. Velma M. Gregory, 104 E. Dows, Normag, Ok

73069

September is coming to an end. I can hardly belleve, so much has gone
on this month. Birthdays, Fish Fry, Jefferson-Jackson Dinner, The Church
Homecoming, 4 wonderful days in New York City with my granddaughter to
name a few. And the Pumpkin Show at Versailles. Which turned out to be
the best ever. A new record was set for the Biggest pumpkin, the weather
was perfect, the Parade was longer, More rides , more entertainment.

A new ride this year was exclusively for the Pumpkin Show. Orange
Pumpkin-cars suspended. The Lions Club deserve a lot of credit.

Creating a lot of interest was the jail door exhibited on the front
porch of the Museum. It had been brought in by Marion Jackson. It had
been found 45 years ago in an old barn, used as a drag -for farm work.
Since this was the 100th anniversary of the Hanging he thought it

would be a good time to exhibit it. His story had been printed in an
earlier county paper. ! '

I missed the Opepa. of the Hanging Tree by Darrell Day. I heard rave
reviews on the music. I always thought the Damn Thestre would be an
excellent chose for it to be played, since most of the story centered

at Osgood. If Versailles did not have the jail they would have been

out of the spotlight--so to speak.

For 2 years I have been wanting to go to Farmers Retreat and see the
restored St John Lutheran School House. Although it is in Dearborn
County it is just a handshakeé to Ripley. This was their last Sunday

to be open. I picked up my friend and we headed for Friendship. This

is the time of year and a little later if you want to see a scenic drive.
The color now is only red of poison Ivy and sumac. We crossed the Stone
bridge that was brought to the attention of the commissioners last

month. Someone had been Stealing the top slabs of the bridge . They
would have to have a piece of heavy equipment to do this.

Friendship is a quiet place once the Muzzle Loaders are gone. Farmers
Retreat is east of Friendship on Hwy 62. This was no little one room
school. This was a big one room school. Gilbert Nolte was host for

the day. This was where he had gone to school. They taught the alphabet
in German and also English. The school has the original German alphabet.
I will miss Myron Kelly. Taps were played for him Sept 4, 1997. He was
Director of Washington:Twp and our Historian there. He worked so hard to
give honor to the Rev. Soldiers.

This is the 2nd year the Home Arts and Crafts, Flower Department, Baked

-~ and canned goods were exhibited at the Rchs Library. (0ld Bank Bldg)

I was there when they brought in their exhibits. This is just one of the
- things that the Lions do. Their wives help too. Every detail has to

~be taken care of. I was impressed by the pride of the exhibitors and
well they should be. They had some beautiful things --all deserving a
prize. Gotta go . This is Monday. See you at theRchs Lib.

Oct 1997 Pg &



RIPLEY COUNTY, INDIANA, HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
Box 525
Versailles, Indiana, 47042

OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
Officers elected to’serve until after the April 1997 meeting.

ADAMS Twp.; Mrs. Charles Roepke, 9644 E Co R4 1300 N, Sunman, IN 47041

BROWN Twp.; Mrs. Alice McCoy, 5616 S St Rd 129, Versailles, IN 47042 SEC.

CENTER Twp.; Mr. Norris Krall, 4499 N 0l1d Michigan Rd, Osgood, IN 47037

DELAWARE Twp.; Mr. Scott Smith, P.0. Box 274, Batesville IN 47006 PRES.

FRANKLIN Twp.; Dr. William Glover, 5611 E Co Rd 300 N, Milan, IN 47031

JACKSON Twp.; Mrs. Kathryn Manship, 3378 W Co Rd 600 N, Osgood, IN 47037

JOHNSON Twp.; Mrs. Julie Underwood, 998 W Co Rd 450 S, Versailles, IN 47042 V.PRES.
TAUGHERY Twp.; Mrs. Carolyn Hahn, 13403 N Delaware Rd, Batesville, IN 47006

OTTER CREEK Twp.; Mrs. Donald Boyd, P.O. Box83, Holton, IN 47023 TREAS.

SHELBY Twp.; Mrs. Howard Lane, 7192 S Co Rd 400 W, Versailles, IN 47042 MUSEUM CUR.
WASHINGTON Twp.; Mr. Myron Kelly, 1028 S St Rd 101, Dillsboro, IN 47018

Miss Mary Manship, 3378 W Co Rd 600 W, Osgood, IN 47037 C:G.R.S.
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